Civilization and Barbarism
therefore, here that the kind of men and women most
suitable for what is best in the modern world cannot
be produced under dictatorship. Clearly, a system of
education can produce the sort of community in which
that system is most suitable. Barbarism at school is a
good training for barbarism outside; and barbarism
outside creates the situation favourable to barbarism
in schools. Similarly, if dictatorships produce war,
they may prove that dictatorship, which trains for war,
is the most practical kind of government. But if, on
the other hand, we desire a world or a community
of neighbours in which health and knowledge and
friendly feeling and common service of civilized life
are more usual than they now are, then dictatorship
is not only useless but pernicious. Whatever may be
the way in which we can help the educational system
to transform the community, whatever the form of
government which will change the social atmosphere
for the better, it is not dictatorship; for that is a mere
revival of a method and a system already proved
useless.
The Products and the Process of Civilisation
This may sound paradoxical, because dictatorships
claim to have improved health, schools, roads, rail-
ways, and other aspects of modern civilisation among
their peoples. Certainly the people of Russia and Italy
are in some ways better now than they were before
their dictators took charge. There is less disease;
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